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 The gist of this routine is simple enough; Claire has sent a prediction based on a vision of hers 
 warning of a possible danger for the performer or an audience member helping him. 


Long  before  the  engagement  there  has  been  significant  PR  done  about  a  dangerous  Russian 
 Roulette  type  stunt  the  performer  will  be  doing  during  the  show  that  relies  on  the  Intuitive 
 abilities of an audience member.  Long story short this is an Acid Test – a number of beverage 
 bottles are lined up, one of which is shown to have genuine cola within while the other three 
 have a form of toxin/poison/acid in them. 


The participant(s) can mix the bottles however they wish, placing them into a set of bottle bags 
 that are secured closed.  The bags are then numbered and mixed yet again so that absolutely no 
 one knows where the safe drink lays. 


Slowly bagged bottles are discarded till two are left.  The participant is given a final free choice 
 as to which will be used – he partaking of the chosen whilst the performer is left drinking from 
 the other. . .  


AFTER they have both poured their drinks into simple glass cups and taken their gulp, the letter 
 of  Ms.  Claire  is  opened  revealing which  numbered  bottle  will  have  the  “drinkable  liquid”  and 
 which will have the “acid”. . . the magish tossing a coin into both his own glass and that of the 
 patron. . . the patron as he offers applause, sending him back to his seat. . . turning, he notices 
 that the glass from which the patron drank is foaming, bubbling over. . .  


“It would seem that old Claire isn’t always right” he says with a smile.  


Method 


Ok the method is disgustingly simple in this particular version of the routine – ALL of the bottles 
 have the same thing in them (Pepsi or Coke).  However, 3 of the bottles have a small 
 Thimble-like tube that sits down into the mouth of the bottle that is painted so as to match the dark glass 
 being used. . . each bottle needs to be a tall and very dark colored yet translucent glass – Green 


& Brown works best.  They each have a label on the front that describes some kind of poisonous 
 beverage with the one being marked as “Cola”.  


Each bottle is capped with an old style Wine Bottle Stopper. . . these are ornately decorated cork 
 holders that rest on top of bottles typically seen behind the bar or in the kitchen area.  What’s 
 important is that all 4 stoppers look the same and too, the corks are tight enough to steal out 
 those previously mentioned little caps/thimbles, which need to nest around the majority of the 
 cork’s body while looking the part (like cork).  


The  Caps12 will  be  just  slightly longer  than  the  corks  you  use  in  that  they  will  each  have  a 
 small bit of cotton in the bottom onto which a smell can be added.   


       


12 The Caps described should be akin to the insert used in a Pea Can trick


You  can  get  some  wonderfully  foul  smells  from  http://shop.dreamreapers.com/  and 
 http://www.froggysfog.com/  that  will  work  just  fine.  The  idea  behind  the  smells  is  to  offer 
 something rancid that will give a very definite reaction from your participant.  HOWEVER, if you 
 have  names  of  poisons  on  your various  bottles,  it is wise  to  use  smells  that  mimic  the  better 
 known chemicals like Chlorine or things with strong sulfur type smells, etc. If you can make your 
 helpers move and make faces, you’ll be able to not just add to the idea that the bottles really do 
 have something nasty in them, but you’ll win comedy points. . . even if you need to move the 
 bottle  around  the  front  row  or  so,  allowing  the  audience  to  smell  for  themselves.    This  is  a 
 simple but very potent kicker, so use it! 


MIX ONE 


Your helper mixers the bottles first, keeping the labels turned away from you & the audience so 
 no one knows what liquid is where. . .  except for you; 


There are a couple of ways built into the set-up that will allow you to follow the Pepsi bottle; 


  By  Sight  –  There  will  be  two  subtle  marks;  one  on  the  bottle  and  the  other  on  the 
 decorative cork topper.  They will appear to be nothing other than a blemish caused by 
 manufacturing and will thus, go ignored.  You however, can find them at a glance and 
 only you know what to look for (which is why I’m not suggesting a mark of any kind, 
 that’s up to you) 


  By  Weight  –  The Pepsi  bottle is  heavier  than  the  other  three  bottles  simply  because 
 you have more liquid in it.  The participant really won’t notice this because it’s less than 
 a full ounce in difference, they are nervous and will be uncertain. . . especially in that 
 you are kind of rushing thing so as to create excitement, confusion, etc.  


o  The bottles are placed into the “Wine Bags” by your helper, who folded over 
 the tops so you can’t see inside the bag,  


o  The bagged bottles are handed to you, who will staple each bag closed with 3 
 staples 


  By  Sight,  Again  –  As  you  follow  through  with  the  above  steps,  you  will  notice  the 
 weight difference and in so doing, know which of the 4 bags to stable “backwards” 


All of the bag tops will be folded the same way by your helper before 
 they are handed to you.  When you staple them you can easily turn the 
 stapler around 180O so that the prong-side of the staple is seen on the 
 opposite side of the bag vs. the others. 


Why so many checks? You ask. 


In recent times my failing memory has resulted in my needing to have  extra safeties in place, 
 especially when sight is involved and the marks too subtle for me to read at distance (though 
 others can easily find the marks if they know them13). 


       


13 Eye Sight – Both, Multiple Sclerosis and Diabetes affect eye-sight, causing difficulty in focusing or even seeing 
at times.  Add to this the effects of lethargy and mediation reactions and voila!  The need for back-up methods. 


MIX TWO 


With the bags now secured the guest mixes the bottles around a second time.  Obviously you 
 have nothing to worry about at this point in that you know exactly where you’re heading, so just 
 watch the bag that has the backward staples. 


BY THE NUMBERS 


At  this  point  you  number  4  business  cards 
 and hand them to your helper who can place 
 them  wherever  they  desire,  in  front  of  each 


retrieving the letter from Claire . . . because you know which bag has the Pepsi you have all the 
 time in the world to fill in the information in the letter that makes this so impossible. . . Claire 
 will give the helper’s name and brief description just as we did in the original Letter from Claire 
 routine as well as the numbered bottle that “will change someone’s life” 


THE REVEAL 


The letter has been handed to your helper so they might read the details as noted in the original 
 routine.   As  he/she  does  this  you  remove  a  staple  remover  from  your  pocket  and  proceed  to 
 pick up the proper bag and remove the staples. . .  


. . . keeping the bottle in the bag you remove the cork, take a whiff – raising your eyebrow just 
 slightly, such as a wine aficionado might do.  You then pour two glasses of the brew, offering a 
 toast to your cohort. . . After they’ve completed their first drink you pour two more, this time 
 removing a coin from your pocket that you start tossing about as if flipping for chance. . .  


“You’re not much of a gambler, are you ___?” 


ANSWER 


“I didn’t think so . . . quickly, Heads or Tails?” – you flip the coin and simply state “Nope, I guess 
 you lost again” 


Emphasize “again” as you smile and drop the coin into their glass. . . almost instantly the liquid 
 will begin to fizzle and boil, apparently devouring the coin, even overflowing with a toxic foam 
 over the table top. 


Let this sight set in with folks as you remove the bottle from the bag (with the label still facing 
 away from them). . . smile as you pick-up your drink with the other hand and as you slowly drink 
 the contents down, you turn the bottle to show that it’s in deed, the Pepsi. 


THE END 
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