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当书籍邂逅建筑，会碰撞出怎样的火花？本书将带你参观世界各地最新完成的

图书馆，徜徉在弥漫着书香的建筑中，体味建筑师怎样将书籍与建筑巧妙结

合，并融入当地的建筑风格。书中对建筑和室内设计领域均有涉及，在为专业

设计师提供参考的同时，也将带给你一次别样的书香之旅。



Contemporary libraries are no longer “houses of books” 

any more. With the advancement of high technology 

and the emergence of modern concepts such as digital 

library, avant-garde libraries bring you totally fresh and 

new reading experiences and establish new ideas of 

library. The book contains 39 library projects located all 

over the world, contributing professional references for 

architects and interior designers. 
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Birkenhead Library and Civic 

Centre


Architect: ArchOffice & Michael Ng Location: North Shore City, New Zealand Completion: 2009 GFA: 


2,600 m2 Photography: ArchOffice The new Birkenhead Library and Civic Centre is a purpose-built new-generation 


library situated on a reserve site in Birkenhead, Auckland, New Zealand. The 
architectural concept for the library is based around a simple narrative of 
looking through ancient trees that existed on the site to the view – thus notions 
of solid and void, transparency, light quality, pattern and form were considered 
and modelled to inform various design demands.  The intention was to have 
a pleasant and verdant quality of light available within the building that subtly 
changes during the day, leading to the building becoming transparent at night. 
There are a number of innovative uses of materials that were selected to 
both strengthen and complement the design concept. The use of brick both 
internally and externally historically acknowledges the old Plunket buildings 
that previously occupied the site and provides a strong organisational element 
to the building’s floor plan. Laminated Purple Heart and Alaskan Yellow Cedar 
vertical “fins” undulate and screen the west façade.  These are aesthetically 
sculptural while also practically acting as sun control. Timber “fins” are also 
used as balustrades on the mezzanine and exterior decks and create attractive 
detail when viewed from ground and street level. Patterned laser-cut sheets 
form a striking internal perforated screen to the south façade. Glazed vertical 
slots (with glass alternating green and blue) behind the screens create further 
depth and dapple the incoming morning light. Precast patterned lightweight 
panels form the exterior south façade, installed in a manner to continue the 
sense of lightness and transparency. The use of lightweight concrete reduceds 
the level of additional insulation required. Laser-cut perforated ceiling panels 
also provide dappled light through roof lights above and also functionally act 
as smoke extracts and air extract for the smoke extract fans located within the 
ceiling space. 


The building houses the Birkenhead Library, Council Cashiers, Information 
Services, Plunket and Citizens Advise Bureau. It combines Wi-Fi, RFID, Internet 
and BMS technologies within contemporary architecture, space planning 
and design. On-site public parking for 31 cars within the building and a 
drive-through book return have been provided as a New Zealand first initiative. It was 
designed with each tenant in mind and caters to the individual organisation 
with both specific and shared spaces, thereby creating a cost-effective use of 
specialised space. Although designed for specific tenants and purposes, the 
building allows a great degree of flexibility, as technology is expected to change 
the provision of future library services and it is foreseeable that the library will 
eventually occupy the entire building. The public library space incorporates 
comfortable seating, generous study space and six meeting rooms that can be 
booked by the public and accessed after hours independently of the library. In 
addition, a successful model for traditional children’s and young adult areas, 
fiction and non-fiction shelving has been followed. A learning centre on the 
ground floor and a smaller version in the children’s area provide the opportunity 
for single or group learning and training classes. 


1. Night view of northwest façade 
2. Entrance


3. View from west


1
2
3
Northwest elevation
Southeast elevation
Longitudinal section
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Awards: 


NZIA Auckland Architecture Award, Public Architecture, 2010  
NZIA Auckland Architecture Award, Sustainable Architecture, 2010 
NZIA Auckland Architecture Award, Resene Award, 2010 


1
3
2
4
1. Aerial view 
2—3. Landscape
4. Northeast façade 


Ground floor plan     


6
16
15
14
13
12
11
17
19
18
20
5
4
3
2 1
7
9
8
10
1. Main entrance 
2. Lobby 
3. Library 
4. Customer services 
5. Community meeting room 
6. Learning centre / young 
    adults 
7. Plunket 
8. Office 
9. Meeting 
10. Kitchen 
11. C.A.B 
12. C.A.B waiting 
13. Workroom 
14. Staffroom 
15. Resource area 
16. Meeting room 
17. Local history / 
     archives 
18. WC
19. Lift 
20. Book return
6
8 2
8
18
18
19 18
18
17
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1. Reception


2. Bookshelves on the ground and first floor
3. Translucent roof


1


2
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1


2


3


1. Perimeter reading area


2. Top floor reading area and collection
3. Reading area
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Architect: LOOK Architects Location: Singapore Completion: 2006 GFA: 6,969 m2 Photography: 


Patrick Bingham-Hall & Tim Nolan



Bishan Public Library


The  metaphor  of  a  tree  house  was  invoked  from  the  onset  of  design 
conceptualisation to create an environment for learning via a journey of 
discovery and play. The use of skylights, trellises and coloured glass transforms 
incoming daylight into a myriad of shades and colours, creating an intriguing 
dappled light quality within the library that simulates light filtered through 
the foliage of trees. “Pods” cantilevered off the main building façade exude 
a distinctive charisma on the exterior and create suspended alcoves at 
an intimate scale from the building interior. The library is raised above the 
anonymity of its mixed-use neighbourhood and sets out to stir the curiosity of 
the community. 


Conflicting requirements – view orientation, solar control and regulation of 
unprotected openings mandated by the statutory fire safety code – were 
satisfied by a highly rationalised spatial strategy. An internal atrium was 
incorporated to introduce natural daylight deep into the main circulation zone, 
as well as most of the library floors, and the back-of-house was concentrated 
as a solid core on the western elevation that also serves to shield the building 
from the harsh evening sun. A gently sloping ramp leads people from the street 
level up to the collection zone through the atrium and also acts as an efficient 
discharge route for large crowds. 


Responding to a highly constricted urban site amidst a mature satellite 
town, the design answers demands for an efficient construction method that 
minimises impact on its surroundings. In-situ concrete structure comprising four 
typical floor slabs over a basement are linked by a common lift and staircase 
core, and internal columns are kept to a minimum through the use of 
post-tensioned floor slabs, effectively maximising floor area and increasing flexibility 
of collection storage. Exploiting its potential of noise segregation, the basement 
was designed to house the children's section, defining a subterranean 
cavern-like realm where imagination can run free. 


Departing from the traditional concept of libraries as stoic repositories of 
knowledge, the architectural approach for this project emphasises on the 
experiential quality of spaces. This is critical in an age where human senses 
have been seemingly numbed by the virtual world. Bishan Public Library 
proves that a library as a physical place can still very much offer a unique and 
irreplaceable experience. 


1. Side view


2. “Pods” cantilevered off the main building façade
3. Front view


1 2 3


Section   1. Public walkway
2. Atrium
3. Reading pods
4. Basement library
4
3
2
1
3 3
3
3
3
3
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Awards: 


President’s Design Award, Singapore – Design of the Year, 2007


Cityscape Architectural Review Awards, Dubai – Design for an Emerging World, 
2006


1. Hall
2. Hall


3. Interior view of the pod


1


2 3


Ground floor plan     


6
5
4
3
2
1
1. Library stack
2. Back-of-house
3. Ramp
4. Café 
5. Entrance / foyer
6. Covered walkway
7.  Void
2
7
6
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1. Lounge in the reading room
2. Reading room


1
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Champaign Public Library


Architect: Ross Barney Architects Location: Champaign, Illinois, USA Completion: 2008 GFA: 11, 240 m2


Photography: Ben Halpern, Craig Dugan, Hedrich Blessing & Ross Barney Architects The Champaign Public Library was housed in a facility built in the late 1970s. It had become outdated, undersized and difficult to maintain. A new building 


programme identified a facility more than twice the size of the existing. Patron 
programmes and technology requirements mandated improvements that could 
not readily be accommodated. As a result, the library board determined that a 
new facility was necessary. 


Ross Barney Architects was commissioned to assist the Champaign Public 
Library in designing a new facility that responds to the needs of a high- 
tech library for the 21st century and one that responds to the needs of the 
community. The design works within constraints of a small site, maintaining 
building operations throughout construction and a tight budget. 


The design of approximately 11, 240 square metres locates the new $22 million 
building north of the existing facility. The site is bisected by a new entry drive, 
creating separate zones for parking and for the new library. The building is 
raised on a monumental grass plinth presenting a civic image to the arriving 
patron and separating the building from the major vehicular thoroughfare along 
the south end of the site. 


The library programme is organised on two levels that separate the youth 
and adult services, and with the administration located on a second floor 
mezzanine. The depth of the resulting floor plate was relieved by a series of 
lightwells and clerestories that allow natural light to reach the ground level 
children’s collection. A central two-level atrium “spine” leads the patron from 
the entry lobby through the various collection spaces creating a dramatic 
gateway to library services. 


A multi-purpose conference centre is also planned to accommodate 
day-to-day library activities and provide much needed space for public gatherings 
after hours. A café is located on the ground floor to create a dynamic gathering 
space. The functional organisations are expressed on the exterior by a balance 
of glazed surfaces and solids. The proposed materials are brick, limestone, 
copper and glass. 


1. Close-up of the west façade by night
2. Daytime view of west façade 
3. Southeast view
4. Panorama by night 
1 2
3
4
Section
West elevation
North elevation
Awards: 
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1. Hallway and the main stairs
2. View to the main stairs
3. Reference counter
2 3
1
1. Lobby
2. Meeting room
3. Cafeteria
4. Circulation
5. Workroom
6. Children’s collection
7.  Teens
8. Quiet study
9. New materials 
6 5
4
3
2
1
7
9
8


Ground floor plan     


2
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1


2


3


1. Vertical structure
2. Quiet study with terrace
3. Ground floor reading area 
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1
2
3
1. Periodical area
2. Reading area
3. Casual seating 
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Chongqing Library


Architect: Perkins Eastman Location: Chongqing, China Completion: 2007 GFA: 50,000 m2


Photography: Zhihui Gu & Tim Griffith The previous Chongqing Library, occupying 22,000 square metres, was set up in 1947 as one of five National Chinese Libraries. Under the design 


leadership of Perkins Eastman, Chongqing Library evolved into a stunning 
design for a 50,000-square-metre urban complex. The programme of the 
Chongqing Library exemplifies a transformation from a house for books into a 
cultural centre which includes a public theatre, exhibition hall, open computer 
learning facilities, ancient archives, and reading rooms. The centre is a major 
destination for learning – offering hotel rooms for scholar’s overnight stays, a 
conferencing centre for symposia, a restaurant, and a café. 


To  convey  the  importance  of  this  new  city  landmark,  the  design  team 
predicated their concept on the notion that reading, learning, knowledge, and 
the exchange of ideas need to be free, open, and accessible to all of the public. 
To reinforce this notion, Perkins Eastman sheathed the building almost entirely 
in glass so that the public could readily see the inside of the building and the 
actively engaged visitors. The architects inscribed this glass façade with a text 
pattern that idealises the profound impact of life-long learning on individuals 
and society. 


The building’s form is based on both the Chinese architectural tradition of 
the courtyard and the interior multi-storey atrium halls of traditional western 
libraries. The courtyard of the Chongqing Library deviates from these traditions 
in that it is visibly open to public. Approaching the library, visitors see a 
sculptural reflecting pool that gently cascades into the central courtyard garden 
oasis, one level below the public sidewalk level. The outdoor courtyard spaces 
provide a unique oasis within the bustling city, visible from the street level but 
sunken below grade to achieve separation from the active urban streetscape 
and only accessible through the secured building’s reading rooms. 


The boundaries between inside and outside are purposely blurred, allowing 
the building’s users to feel that they are in a place of nature and serenity. The 
building’s interior reading rooms are envisioned as floating platforms among 
the forest. Readers can view from platform to platform, which provides a variety 
of smaller, intimate reading areas while allowing for visual interest. “Y”-shaped 
concrete columns support light canopies over reference areas. Stone is used 
both as an exterior and interior material, with patterns and colours matching 
the older buildings and streets of the city. 


The design uses glass and stone to articulate public and private areas of the 
library. The public areas facing Feng Tian Avenue are sheathed in glass to 
connote transparency and visibility for users and pedestrians. It also provides 
a visual transition from the public plaza to the public areas of the library. 
The book stacks and service areas to the west are clad in stone to represent 
security and the solidity of the library’s collection.


Rather than allow the avenue to divide the site into two pieces, the design 
incorporates the sloping, active streetscape within the project. The building 


1. South pool


2. North theatre entrance
3. Library entrance stairs
4. Library entrance with water


1 2


3


4
South elevation
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Awards: 


AIA/American Library Association, Library Building Award for Design Excellence, 
2009


creates Chongqing’s Library Plaza, marking this very important cultural place 
and intersection in the city. This plaza is described by cascading water, formal 
plantings, stairs, and bridges. Whether passing through or stopping to explore, 
visitors will be constantly aware of the soaring glass reading rooms that 
overlook the central garden courtyard. 


1. Periodical reading room on the north
2. Periodical reading room 


1
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1. Periodical reading room on the south
2. Atrium
3. Atrium detail
4. Reading room
5. Entry lobby
2
1
3
4
5


Ground floor plan     
1. Courtyard
2. Administration 
3. Reading room
4. Meeting room
5. Collection stacks
6. Children’s books
6
5
4
3
2
1
3
3
5
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Architect: Schacht Aslani Architects Location: Seattle, USA Completion: 2006 GFA: 800 m2 (expansion) 


Photography: Michael Jensen (Mike Jensen Photo) & Lara Swimmer (Lara Swimmer Photography) 



Douglass
-Truth Branch, The 



Seattle Public Library


The bulk of the addition is located below grade to the east side of the historic 
structure. The historic lawn to the west of the library and views of the library’s 
most prominent façades are preserved. The integrity of the historic building’s 
key character-defining elements, such as its red tile roof and terra-cotta frieze, 
is maintained. The visible portion of the addition is a copper-clad volume that 
contains a meeting room on the main level and serves as a light monitor over 
the new, lower-level reading room. The monitor is separated from the original 
building by a low glass connector. The glazed exterior of the addition reflects 
the image of the landmark building by day and allows light from inside to spill 
out at night, creating an inviting beacon for passers-by. 


The historic main entry provides access to the expanded library. The interior 
fabric of the original building, with its grand reading rooms, classical detailing 
and oak bookcases, has been maintained. A curving grand stair leads patrons 
from the historic building down into the addition, which contains the adult 
reading room and the library’s African-American collection. The light monitor 
over the reading room brings daylight into the new structure and frames views 
looking back towards the historic building. The new meeting room, on the upper 
level of the addition, looks out over the adult reading room and has a separate 
exterior entrance for after-hours use. 


Programme Requirements


The requirements of the Douglass-Truth expansion programme were centred 
on the growth of the historic Carnegie-era library from 740 square metres to 
1,540 square metres in order to create better access to the largest collection 
of African-American books and ephemera in the Pacific Northwest. The addition 
was to provide a variety of new spaces for the library: a children’s area, young 
adult area, periodicals lounge, general reading room, study room and meeting 
room, as well as offices and technical support spaces. As part of the design for 
the addition, the landmark building was to be refurbished, complete with new 
furniture and equipment. 


Sustainability Goals


The sustainability goals for this project focused on renewing and expanding the 
existing library building in order to extend the life of the historic resource while 
reusing the site. Most of the addition is located below grade under a vegetated 
roof, which reduces stormwater runoff, urban heat island effect and cooling 
loads, while also minimising overall lot coverage. Daylighting of the addition 
reduces electrical energy use.


1. East copper façade 
2. Close-up of the window


3. Reflection of the historic building
4. Dusk view looking north


1 2
3
4
South elevation
East elevation
Section
Awards: 


Copper in Architecture Award, 2009
AIA Pacific New Region Merit Award, 2009
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1. Reflection of old in new


2. Looking down from the meeting room
3. Stairs


4. View from the top of the staircase


1 2


4


3


Ground floor plan     
Existing
1. Lobby / entrance
2. Circulation
3. Work area
4. Reading room
5. Young adult
6. Meeting room
Addition
6
5
4
3
2
1
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Architect: Mazzanti & Arquitectos Location: Medellin, Colombia Completion: 2007 GFA: 3,727 m2


Photography: Sergio Gomez



España Library 


Background and requirements


The project is located on one of the hillsides of the city that have been affected 
by harsh violence since the 1980s because of several drug traffic networks that 
operate within its perimeter. It is part of the government’s social master plan 
programme that aims to give equal economic and social opportunities to the 
population. 


The  programme  asked  for  a  building  with  library,  training  rooms,  an 
administration and an auditorium in a sole building. The proposal fragmented 
the programme in three groups: The library, the training rooms, and the 
auditorium; then it joined them with a platform on the first floor that allows 
flexibility but at the same time autonomy of different activities. This platform 
helped improve public participation as you can easily see the many options you 
have when you enter the building.  


Justification of the adopted solution


The city is located in the north of Los Andes mountain ridge, in a deep valley 
surrounded by steep topography. This geography defines the identity and the 
image of the city. The project aims to interpret this identity, and intends to 
integrate itself into the landscape by becoming part of it. 


Architecture as landscape


Much more than a building, the project proposes the construction of a 
topography that belongs to the valley. It is a mechanism of organisation of the 
programme and the whole of its surroundings, showing the unknown directions 
of the irregular mountain contours, not like a metaphor, but like an organisation 
of form in the site, a folded building cut like the mountains that surround it. An 
artificial landscape that redefines the folded mountain structure in form and 
space, nullifying the idea of landscape as background and encouraging the 
ambiguity of building-landscape. 


The site


The project is organised in two structures: the first one is the building-landscape 
(rocks) and the second one is a platform that integrates and transforms the 
covered space into a square that looks into the valley; this way, the building 
is empowered as a meeting place, multiplying the connections and letting it 
develop as a reference point. 


The building as an icon


The site is composed of small brick houses, product of auto construction; and 
residue of green areas as a result of the impossibility to construct on it. This 
organisational system produces a uniform texture of the city and defines its 
landscape. Like an icon, the building keeps the tension that already exists. 
Geography becomes the element of hierarchy, and architecture the epitome of 
texture. 


  


1. Aerial view of the site
2. Located on the hillside


3. Upward view towards the library from the foot of the hill
4. The three parts joined by a platform


1 2


3


4
Section
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Ambient and atmosphere


In addition to making it an icon, the first premise was to develop a building 
that, through its interior design, could de-contextualise the individual from the 
poverty that surrounds it, creating a warm atmosphere based on natural light, 
generating a great ambience for study and lecture. This is the reason why the 
building takes a timid look into the city through the small windows that show 
the relation with the valley, letting light enter from the top of the building. 


Awards: 


VI Ibero-American Architecture and Urbanism Bienal Lisboa, 2008 (Portugal)
Red Steel Pencil, 2008 (Colombia)


Blue Steel Pencil, 2008 (Colombia)


XXI Colombian Architecture Bienal, 2008 (Colombia)


XVI Panamerican Architecture Bienal in Quito, 2008 (Ecuador)


1. Sculptural outline by nightfall
2. Stairs ascending to the platform 
3. Lighting effect of the platform at night
4. Panorama by night 


1 2 3
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1


2 3


1. Aerial view of the reading area
2. Main library room


3. Casual seating near the reception 


First floor plan    
1. Indoor square
2. Reception
3. Lockers
4. Leisure library
5. Multi-functional room
6. Cafeteria
7. Storeroom
4 32
1
5
6
7
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Halmstad Library


Architect: Schmidt Hammer Lassen Architects Location: Halmstad, Sweden Completion: 2006 GFA: 


8,000 m2 Photography: Schmidt Hammer Lassen Architects Halmstad Library is set within a park next to the Nissan River, overlooking the 


historic centre of Halmstad. With its atrium encircling a large existing chestnut 
tree – becoming its fulcrum – and the long concave façade with double-height 
glazing distended between the seemingly floating floor-plates, nature, the 
seasons and the city all become part of the library. 


Inside, the library is essentially a single open space, flexible and highly legible: 
an open structure which allows an active interplay between the columns and 
the trees outside. The double-height glazing of the concave façade creates a 
welcoming, transparent ambience. 


The atrium is the focal point that creates an instant overview and connects the 
library’s three floors vertically. Surrounding the atrium is the information plaza: 
an active zone containing the reception area, computer terminals, exhibitions, 
a café, and stairs to the balcony and the stacks in the basement. Around this 
zone – looking out in the direction of the façade and the view – the various 
sections unfurl, breathing their own tranquil atmosphere, affording users the 
space to ponder or be drawn in. 


The library is extended across the wide expanse of the Nissan River, like a 
bridge linking the historic part of town and the new urban development area, 
formerly divided by the river for hundreds of years. A square in front of the 
library creates a new urban “space” which can host a range of civic activities. 
The library is constructed of few and simple materials: concrete, glass and 
Nordic larch flooring that interact effectually with the exterior surroundings. 
The library is raised above street level on a forest of columns echoing the 
trees surrounding the building. The grass roof of the building is a sustainable 
solution, reducing UV penetration and the need for drainage, as well as 
providing additional insulation. 


1 2


3
1. Long concave façade with double-height glazing 


2. Entrance


3. View along the front elevation
Section A-A


Site plan


Awards: 


Swedish Concrete Industry, Helgjutet Prize, 2007
Kasper Salin Award, Nomination, 2006 
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1. View from the Nissan River


2. Open structure allowing an active interplay between the columns and the trees outside 
Ground floor plan      A


6
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5
4
3
2
1
7
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10
A
1. Porch


2. Newspaper reading room
3. Café 


4. Children’s section
5. Atrium


6. Children’s and teenage sections
7. Public area


8. Gallery
9. Reception


10. Processing area, office and IT
11. Garage / storage facility


1
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1. Aerial view of the reading room 


2. Study area enjoying natural light and green trees outside
3. Atrium encircling the large existing chestnut tree


1


2
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1. Glass curtain walls


2. Concrete cladding with an isolation ventilated layer behind it
3. Rhythm of the building’s envelope


4. Panorama at dusk 



Hockessin Public Library


Architect: ikon.5 architects Location: New Castle, Delaware USA Completion: 2008 GFA: 2,323 m2


Photography: James D’Addio The expansion of the Hockessin Public Library is a floating glass pavilion in a park. The existing library site is bounded by a major road to the north, parking 


to the west and wetland to the east, leaving only the possibility for expansion to 
the south. The south side of the site overlooks a densely vegetated county park, 
but is restricted by a 100-year floodplain within close proximity to the existing 
library. To avoid this barrier, the expansion cantilevers over the floodplain and 
projects into the landscaped park. 


Taking advantage of its suspended position on the edge of the park, the 
addition is made primarily of glass allowing views of the park to envelop the 
interior space which houses children’s library and creates an exciting learning 
environment for families. Filled with natural day light and sights of the flora 
and fauna of the Delaware landscape, the children’s library is also a learning 
laboratory of the natural environment in which it is dramatically positioned. The 
design of the aluminium and ceramic fritted glass enclosure shields the intense 
sunlight and abstractly recalls the hanging foliage and structure of the willow 
trees in the adjacent park. 


The project expands the existing library by adding to the most heavily utilised 
functions: the children’s collection, community meeting rooms and public 
access services and reference. This expansion allows for a significant increase 
in the overall collection and seating to meet the demands of a growing 
community. Joseph Tattoni, AIA, design principal of the project, cantilevered the 
library expansion over the floodplain to the south, using the adjacent county 
park as his inspiration.


The addition includes a new children's library and a community meeting room. 
To continue the theme of nature and sustainability Joe Tattoni left the wetlands 
and floodplain undisturbed and used recyclable materials such as certified 
cedar, recycled carpet backing, and low consumption plumbing fixtures. Not 
only do the children gain a reading room, but they also gain a sustainable 
learning laboratory of their natural environment. 


Site section     1. Existing library
2. Addition
3. Floodplain
4. County park
4
3
2
1
4 3 2 1
Site plan   
1. Parking
2. Addition
3. Existing library
4. County park
2
Awards: 


AIA Delaware Merit Award, 2010


American Architecture Award/Chicago Athenaeum, 2009
AIA New Jersey Honour Award, 2009
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1


2


1. Library reception 
2. Fiction collection 


Ground floor plan     


1. Lobby
2. Community rooms
3. Staff offices
4. Circulation
5. Reference / AV
6. Information technology
7. New books
8. Periodicals
9. Special collections
10. Fiction
11. Non-fiction
12. Children’s library
13. Teens


14. Gallery to children’s library
15. Children’s service desk
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1. Children’s reading area


2. A bright and warm space for children
3. Hallway in the children’s area


1


2
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Architect: ikon.5 architects Location: New Castle, Delaware, USA Completion: 2009 GFA: 2,044 m2


Photography: James D’Addio



Kirkwood Highway Public Library


Set along a commercial shopping strip highway, Kirkwood Public Library is 
designed as a roadside billboard announcing the public civic function of 
reading, learning and exploration within. The objective was to create a new 
branch library for a growing diverse community in an accessible area that 
would serve as the iconic community centre of the neighbourhood. Shopping 
malls and fast food restaurants flank both sides of the site. Large graphic 
signs litter the highway where this library is sited and a small-scale residential 
neighbourhood is set one block from the highway site. 


It is within this context that the Kirkwood Public Library appears as a collection 
of books set on the highway for the community to use. Facing the highway, the 
building façade of stacked horizontal cement board siding is fashioned as a 
series of boxes that represent the edge of books piled up on their side. The 
result of stark geometric abstract forms effectively signs the building and its 
function to the community along this aggressively commercial environment. 
Adjacent to the residential neighbourhood, a double-height canopy cantilevers 
from the façade like a page of a book, providing shelter to the front door. At the 
western end of the site, a main glazed two-storey reading room is covered in 
a cedar solar screen. The screen permits desirable views out while controlling 
solar gain and daylight harvesting. Internally, the programme is arranged along 
the length of the highway to increase visibility and to shelter the entry side from 
traffic. 


Awards: 


International Architecture Award/Chicago Athenaeum, 2010
AIA Delaware Honour Award, 2010


AIA New Jersey Honour Award, 2009


1. View of the library from Kirkwood Highway 


2. Sustainable materials of cement board siding and cedar trim as the primary exterior 
    materials utilised 
1 2
Elevation
1. Library
2. Parking
3. Kirkwood Highway
4. Old Capitol Trail 
Site plan    
4
3
2
1
3
4
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1. Exterior view of public reading room utilising solar shades to reduce solar gain – one of 
    a series of sustainable design elements employed 


2. View of library from the parking entrance 


3. Cement fibre board siding used to create a pattern like that of stacked books 
1
2
3
6
5
4
3
2
1
7
9
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Ground floor plan     


1. Entrance


2. Community meeting room
3. Technology work stations
4. Access services
5. Children’ s library
6. Fiction / non-fiction
7. Main reading room
8. Staff room
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1. Main public reading room maximising natural daylight and views


2. Library’s configuration allowing all seats to have access to natural light and views 
3. Children’s library concealed by a translucent feature wall from the circulation desk


2


1
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1. Casual reading bay of the children’s library


2. Children’s library incorporating cement board siding and day lighting to create a bright 
    and playful environment 


1
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Library in Anzin


Architect: Dominique Coulon Architects Location: Anzin, France Completion: 2010 GFA: 1,750 m2


Photography: Eugeni Pons The building reveals its preciousness at first sight. Its pure, sophisticated geometry situates it as a public building. The deliberate areas of transparency 


reveal its content. The reading rooms present the building to the town in the 
manner of an invitation. The multimedia library is covered with large white veils 
that reflect the light. The building asserts its lightness, like an origami. The 
successive folds and flaps repeat this image. It is white, almost immaterial, like 
the mere projection of a concept, yet it is brimming with the life that constitutes 
it beyond its physical limits. 


On the inside, there is abundant, uniform light. The space is open and fluid, 
offering optimal flexibility. The lighting effect produced by the tall gaps that 
appear to float in space is truly beautiful. The volumes are independent and 
geometrically free, giving the whole a wonderfully poetic feel. 


Alvaro Siza’s 1993 master plan – with this state theatre at its heart – attempts 
to restructure Montreuil’s centre, located east of Paris, following a crude 
refurbishment in the 1970s. Dominique Coulon has designed a building which 
mediates between the city centre – with its axis oriented to the Paris Bastille – 
and the rural environs. 


It  is  like  a  knot  which  joins  spatial,  geographical,  urban  and  symbolic 
dimensions. Coulon’s notion of city and architecture becomes clear in the 
dense building massing, which conceals a secret, but has spaces which 
are open for exchange and communication, as well. The building complex, 
closed like a fist, has its correspondence in a series of spaces which expand 
and contract on the interior, reminiscent of the implausible spaces Alice in 
Wonderland traversed. 


In the entrance area, the ceiling above the reception desk has multiple folds, 
similar to a geological zone of convergence, where tectonic plates are on a 
collision course but manage to slide past each other. In the stairway, gyrating 
concrete volumes are bathed in Caravaggioesque light. 


Dark and light, empty and full, this red space expands horizontally, ultimately 
leading to the auditorium, and then contracts until it becomes lost in the 
darkness of the foyer. Breaches in the building envelope occasionally offer up 
views to the city and allow daylight to penetrate deep into the space. 


1. North façade 
2. Vestibule window


1 2


Section
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1 2
3
1. Northeast view 
2. Rear façade 
3. Entrance

Ground floor plan     


3 2


1


1. Entrance hall
2. Administration
3. 100-seat auditorium 


First floor plan    


1. Lecture spaces
2. News space
3. Working room


4. Heure du conte (“Story time”)
5. Youth space
6. Information space
6
5
4
3
2
1
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1


2
1. Reception
2. Information desk
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1. Steps 


2. View from the reading area
3. Open library space


1
2
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1. Bookshelves
2. Documentary 


2
1
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Lohja Main Library


Architect: Architects Lahdelma & Mahlamäki Location: Lohja, Finland Completion: 2007 Photography: 


Jussi Tiainen Architects Lahdelma & Mahlamäki won the open competition concerning the Lohja Main Library. The design was continued based to the winning entry 


“Johdanto” (the Prologue). 


The new library building is harmoniously integrated into the cultural campus 
area, which holds within the Church Saint Lawrence, the Hall of Laurentius, 
the Music Academy of Länsi-Uusimaa and the Academy of Hiisi. The building 
is located on the eastern side of the competition area, allowing the walking 
through to the park. 


The functions of the building are divided between two floors. Due to the 
proximity of the old church, the library building was kept low, which was the 
main concept in the design. The public spaces on the first floor are spaciously 
widened with the help of differently sized skylights. 


The long walls of the building are of red brick. The inner spaces open through 
the gables towards the church and the town centre. Proverbs from the Lohja 
area are printed on the glasses of these openings. 


The new library building is part of the “cultural campus” in the centre of Lohja. 
In the spirit of its competition title Johdanto (Introduction), its architecture 
directs the flow of pedestrian traffic towards the cultural complex and into the 
library. Its principal material, red brick, integrates the building into the existing 
civic architecture; in the interior, the red brick walls delineate the open spatial 
composition as one entity and guide the eyes towards its primary aspects, the 
town centre and the church. The library is literally built for its location. 


Awards: 


Nominee of Finland for the Mies van der Rohe Prize, 2007


1. Panorama
2. Front view


3. Long red brick walls 


1
2
3
West elevation
Site plan
Section
剖面图
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1. Night view
2. West façade 
3. Back view
2
3
1

Ground floor plan     


1. Entrance
2. Reading room
3. Lounge 
4. Classroom
5. Media room
6. Group study
7. Conference room 
6
5 4
3
2
1
7
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1. Seating area by the glazing wall
2. Open spatial composition as one entity


1
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1
1. Lounge
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Max Webber Library


Architect: fjmt Location: Blacktown, New South Wales, Australia Completion: 2005 Photography: John 


Gollings The new library at Blacktown created an opportunity to re-establish and reinforce the public realm within a city environment continually dominated by 


the shopping mall, car park and visual pollution of advertising, creating a sense 
of place and embodying the public values and aspirations of the community in 
juxtaposition of the no place of the ubiquitous “Shopping Mall” and associated 
zones for consumption. Interestingly it also gave an opportunity to develop what 
is becoming the most meaningful 21st-century public building, the contemporary 


library.


The approach was to create an open and inviting public building, transparent 
and  welcoming.  It  is  to  express  the  sense  of  open  equitable  access  to 
information that the contemporary library offers, and also to create a place 
for a broad range of community activities and gatherings. Hence there are 
children’s areas, youth areas, flexible function spaces, exhibition areas and a 
café integrated within this public building. 


Importantly whilst the architecture is open, inviting and transparent, it is 
also to a degree “silent”, such that it offers a contrast within the “noise” of 
commercial/retail advertising and development, potentially offering perhaps a 
little peace. At the same time fjmt sought to create certain “monumentality”; 
giving significance and dignity to this important public place and the community 
values it embodies. 


The architecture is conceived as two simple volumes, one solid of terracotta 
panels containing the support and service spaces and sitting firmly on the 
ground, and a second transparent of light metallic louvres and glass containing 
the public rooms and reading spaces “hovering” above the ground. Both these 
volumes are sited on a brick podium that “grows” out of the natural clay of 
the site and adjusts to the differing levels whilst positioning the library in an 
honorific location within the new square. 


Architecturally, an “interior world” is created, separate from the busy streets 
and shopping; a warm and peaceful haven allowing space for the visitor to 
“slow” and just be. This interior is created through a composition of natural 
light, natural materials and form. A series of strong and distinctive forms, 
elliptical void, triangular stair and cubic volume give a sense of significance and 
honour to the interior, while the strong horizontal extension and transparency, 
together with the gentle curving forms of the light baffles and skylights, and 
give a complementing openness and looseness. Natural light is sculptured 
through a series of carefully profiled baffles and skylights to gently reveal and 
enhance their forms and materiality, creating a glow and lightness within the 
whole library. Natural materials within the interior of timber, brick and stone are 
intended to create not only warmth but also a depth to the surfaces and spaces. 
Perhaps the most important element of the interior of the library is the 
presence of natural daylight and even occasionally a thin slice of sunlight. 


1. View of the Max Webber Library from the Civic Square
2. Front view of the library


3. Continuous façade of profiled aluminium louvres
North elevation


Section


1 2
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Externally, a continuous façade of profiled aluminium louvres automatically 
adjust in relation to the position of the sun or level of glare to filter, shade and 
reflect natural light throughout the reading spaces of the library. 


The new library through its simple and yet monumental form, transparency and 
openness, warmth and natural materials, is intended to simultaneously give 
honour and significance, as well as access and invitation to the knowledge, 
information, values and opportunity that the contemporary library offers and 
embodies. 


Awards: 


RAIA NSW Chapter, Premier’s Award, 2007


RAIA NSW Chapter, Commendation (Public Building), 2006


Illuminating Engineering Society of Australia & New Zealand Merit Award, (NSW 
Division), 2006


1. Glow and lightness within the whole library
2. Flexible function space for up to 200 people
3. Children’s play area 


1 2
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1. Relation of the ground floor (containing the support and service spaces) and first floor 
    (containing the public rooms and reading spaces) 


2. Natural materials within the interior of timber, brick and stone adopted to create not 
    only warmth, but also a depth to the surfaces and spaces 


3. A series of strong and distinctive forms, elliptical void, triangular stair and cubic volume, 
    giving a sense of significance and honour to the interior  


1


2 Ground floor plan      3


1. Foyer
2. Café 


3. Customer service
4. Book return


5. Newspapers, magazines 
    & new acquisitions
6. AV collection
7. Children’s area
8. Amenities
9. Entrance
10. Exit
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Media Library 


Architect: Dok Architecten Location: Delft, The Netherlands Completion: 2007 Photography: Arjen 


Schmitz & Jan Bartelsen At the entrance a glass construction of ten metres high is placed, at two metres in front of the existing front, as a maximum “welcoming gesture”. This way the 


Media Library (Mediatheek) presents itself on the Cultuurplein (Culture Square), 
making the indoor activitities visible from the outside as well. Behind this glass 
front stairways have been placed. All of this, combined with the business of the 
square on the ground floor, makes for a very lively picture. 


The main architectural and spatial intervention in the building has been the 
realisation of a lightway. This is made by a void and a striking glass roof, 
covering the breadth of the building, and giving light to a great depth – into 
the very heart of the buidling. As a result, a spatial connection between the 
different floors and functions is brought into being. This makes the building and 
its interior understandable at just one glance. The lightway consists of a steel 
structure, and ends in a separately standing element: a plan by light designer 
Svend Panjer. The lightway functions as a clarifying and structuring element. 
Its light and inviting character seduces visitors to find their way to the other 
functions. 


The pleasant atmosphere created by the lightway can also be found in a grand 
café, and the reading café on the first department benefits from it as well. Here 
the visitors may enjoy a lunch or cappuccino while leafing through the latest 
magazines or newspapers. The Media Library in Delft, having an espresso 
bar of its own, as well as an open culture stage has rightly become a meeting 
place, at which there’s a culture of reading, learning, watching and listening. 
This building’s outward appearance has been adapted to its new requirements, 
but its inner character has remained the same. A spatial transformation has 
taken place, instead of demolishing and building up again from scratch. It is 
a design approach starting from the idea of durability, and a stroke of luck for 
existing buildings in the future. 


In each department of the Media Library, colour and organising elements make 
for distinction and identification. One important point of orientation is the 
orange block, that appears in similar positions on each and every floor, and 
contains a lift as well as rest room facilities. In the proximity of this “orange 
thread”, yellow information counters have been placed. Apart from this, every 
department has its own distinguishable colour: 


- Blue for the information square on the ground floor
- Green for the youth department


- Red stands for “Romance”
- Brown for “Music & Film”
- Neutral grey for “Art”
- The offices are purple


1. Giant glass construction at the entrance
2. Façade along the street


3. View from Culture Square


1 2


3


Sections
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1 2 3


1. Central square with glass roof and grand stairs
2. Aerial view of the information square on the ground floor
3. Ground floor staircase 


4. Reading area


4


1. Existing retail space
2. New retail space
3. Media Library
4. Bicycle parking


Ground floor plan     


4
3
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1. Yellow information counters

2. Cute chairs


3. Cute chairs with computers
4. Casual resting area 
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1. Floor-to-ceiling windows allowing in natural light 
2. Dining room


3. Space enclosed by shelves


1
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1. Red reading room
2. Blue reading room
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National Library of China


Architect: KSP Jürgen Engel Architekten Location: Beijing, China Completion: 2008 GFA: 77,000 m2


(extension) Photography: Hans Schlupp & National Library of China The task was to extend the existing library by 77,000 square metres in order to accommodate approximately 12 million books, some 12,000 people per day 


who visit the National Library. An important future-oriented part of the extension 
of the existing library is the “Digital Library”. Unparallelled in its historical and 
cultural significance, the “Si Ku Quan Shu” collection is also housed in the new 
building. The Si Ku Quan Shu is the collection of manuscripts, produced on the 
orders of Chinese Emperor Ch’ein Lung (1736 – 1795) of the Ch’ing dynasty 
(1644 – 1912). During his reign he had made copies of all documents relating 
to Chinese culture, effectively preserving for the modern age this valuable 
wealth of knowledge spanning thousands of years. 


The KSP Engel und Zimmermann design is based on this collection, which 
is housed in the building’s base. Located around the base on several levels, 
recalling archaeological layers of culture, is the large space containing the 
contemporary library with reading rooms, reference works and a reference 
library. Above this on the top floor, under a roof that seems almost to float, 
is the digital library – synonym for the future, global communication and 
networking. This simple symbolism of linking together past, present and 
future, as inter-reliant and simultaneously merging elements, lends the design 
cogency. 


The enormous rectangular building ensemble, measuring 90 by 119 metres, is 
horizontally organised, and developed. The library is surrounded by an austerely 
laid-out garden, which serves to further underline the building’s well-defined 
appearance. It is through the garden and a geometrically arranged grove at the 
entrance to the library that the visitor approaches the building. The entrance 
to the library is via broad steps set between two lower building sections, which 
lead into the third storey. From here the visitor has a view out over the entire 
library and into the extensive steel structure spanning the roof. This structure 
rests on the base at six points, and these support the roof, while leaving the 
remainder of the large space open. The various levels merge into each other; 
rows of books alternate with reading areas; stairs and escalators provide 
access to the various storeys; it is possible to look into the digital library on 
the top floor. There is daylight everywhere and the inward-looking focus typical 
of most libraries has been deliberately avoided. As the centre and core of the 
library, the glazed vault for the Si Ku Quan Shu collection of China’s written 
cultural heritage, bound in wooden panels, is always visible, and transparent. 
Looking at the library form outside, the upper two storeys have the appearance 
of a large book with gently rounded contours, held by slanting supports, which 
towers over the storeys below. 


1. Panorama by night 


2. Surrounding context with busy traffic 


3. The extensive steel structure spanning the roof
4. Close-up view
1 2
3
4
Longitudinal section
South elevation
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1. Aerial view
2. Back view
3. Façade detail
1 2
3
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1
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3


1. Reading room


2. Grand lobby with book collection and different seating areas
3. The centre of the library – Si Ku Quan Shu collection
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1. Five-storey central atrium 
2. View of the atrium from upper level
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Architect: Projektil Architekti Location: Prague, Czech Republic Completion: 2009 GFA: 11,740 m2 


Photography: Andrea Thiel Lhotáková There are some sources of the architectural concept of the building. Firstly there is a spatial context influence which involves the historical urbanistic plans 


for the whole area as well as its present significance. Secondly the concept is 
the architects’ answer to the idea of the institution and especially to the role of 
the library in today’s society. That is why on the ground floor there is a minimum 
of the library itself but all the complementary services such as the cafeteria, 
exhibition hall and congress hall. Next, the chosen shape and material should 
resolve one of crucial questions of how to be modern and monumental at the 
same time. 


Besides, what is important is that the building from the very beginning was 
formed to be an energy-saving one and the shape showed it clearly. Part of the 
concept is as well the use of the area around the building – social space on the 
west and a green park on the east. Finally, the building was designed to include 
the interior and the graphic design following the concept “the technological 
schoolbook”, so a lot of things (for example installations) are knowingly shown 
for better understanding on how the building was designed and functions. 
The building has three underground and six aboveground floors. Underground 
there is book storage, technology, supply and a parking lot. On the ground 
floor and the first floor there is the main entrance to the library and all 
complementary facilities – conference hall, exhibition hall, cafeteria, bookshop 
and cloak room. All of them are around the entry hall which is the main place 
for meeting people not just from the library but from the whole university 
campus. That is the reason why the building has not one but four entrances to 
all sides. The idea was to give to the campus not just a library, but a needed 
public place as well where all the students could meet together. 


Additionally, there is a night study room on the ground floor so the building can 
provide 24-hour service without needing to open all the building during the 
night. In the middle of the ground floor is the entrance to the library and first 
info desk. The visitors then follow up to the first floor and the atrium hall with 
the main desk. The atrium is naturally lit through the skylight and it is the main 
space of the whole building. Then the library floors follow from second to fifth. 
The setup is similar. On the north side of the floor there is the administration 
section. In the public part there are the study places and study rooms of 
different sizes next to the façade, followed by book shelves in the darker part of 
the floor and finally an info desk and other study places around the atrium with 
natural light. 



National Technical Library


1. East façade viewed from the green park
2. View from northwest


3. West façade viewed from the social space 


1
2
3
Energy scheme
Site plan
Awards: 
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1. Atrium hall


2. Dappling light in the atrium hall 


1


2


Ground floor plan     
1. Entrance 
2. Lobby
3. Library entrance
4. Conference hall
5. Exhibition hall
6. Café “technika”
7. Night study room
8. Staff entrance
9. Cloak room
10. City library
11. Bookshop
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1 2


1. Interior / exterior connection
2. Study area
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Architect: Ryder Architecture Location: Newcastle, UK Completion: 2009 GFA: 8,300 m2 Photography: 


Ryder Architecture & Tim Crocker



Newcastle City Library


The City Library is part of the £40.2M Newcastle Libraries PFI project which also 
includes a new community library for the Newcastle district of High Heaton. The 
City Library opened in June 2009 and is both a civic landmark and a meeting 
place. It is a highly transparent building encouraging people to visit and enjoy. 
The brief was to create a building to “delight and inspire” as well as a model for 
C21 library facilities. It is a destination venue with spaces for reading, learning, 
research, relaxing, meeting and working, inspiring local, civic and regional 
pride. As well as accommodating the historic Newcastle Collection, music area 
and reference browsing, the library provides exhibition and performance space. 
One of the main design features is the steel frame grid which forms the east 
(John Dobson Street) elevation. The concept behind the grid feature is that it is 
a giant bookcase for the city. Artist Kathryn Hodgkinson has created the screen 
printed artwork “Four Questions” which runs across the glazing. It is inspired 
by interviews with over 1,000 Newcastle residents about their fears and hopes, 
what makes them happy and what they would change. The six-storey library has 
a four-storey entrance atrium from New Bridge Street and a second entrance 
from Princess Square. An observation deck on the top floor with pink Arne 
Jacobsen Swan and Egg chairs gives visitors new views south, east and west 
across the city. 


Materials have been chosen to represent the civic stature of the building, its 
immediate physical and cultural context and its contemporary nature. The 
plinth and stair cores are constructed from polished masonry block solidly 
grounding the building into the public realm. The south (New Bridge Street) 
façade is fully glazed curtain walling protected and animated by aluminium 
louvres at high level. The north (Lisle Street) and west (Princess Square) 
elevations are a combination of curtain walling and metal rainscreen cladding 
providing a contemporary, modular façade. 


Wayfinding uses vibrant colour coding which is also part of the new branding. 
All the internal signage uses Isocpeur font. Slate panels on the walls of the 
Newcastle Collection are the original slate flooring from the previous library. 
Portland stone is reused for display plinths. Carpet tiles on levels 3 to 6 
contain a high percentage of recycled material. The library achieves BREEAM 
rating "very good". Solar panels on the roof generate electricity to pre-heat the 
domestic hot water. A rainwater recycling system provides the water to flush 
the toilets. 
1. Upward view
2. Panorama by night
3. West façade 
1 2
3
East elevation
Cross section
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Awards: 


RIBA Awards, Architectural Excellence, 2010


Public/Private Finance, Best Community/User Involvement in a Project, 2010
RICS North East, Best Community Project, 2010


LABC North Awards, Best Community Project and Best Education Building, 2010
Association for Consultancy and Engineering Awards, Building Structures, 2010
Lord Mayor’s Design Awards, New Building/Landscape, 2009


Mixology North Awards, Best Interior Design for a Public Building, 2009
Public Library Building Awards UK and Republic of Ireland, Innovation Award/
Mary Finch Accessibility Award/Delegates’ Choice Award, 2009


1. Southeast view
2. South façade 
3. South façade detail
4. Interior view from stairs
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First floor plan   
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1. Non-fiction


2. Self service loans and returns
3. Sales


4. Information
5. Agencies
6. Dispatch
7. Service bay
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North Vancouver City Library


Architect: Diamond and Schmitt Architects & CEI Architecture Planning Interiors Location: North 


Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada Completion: 2008 GFA: 3,350 m2 Photography: Tom Arban Centrally located in a visible and accessible site, the North Vancouver City Library is 


a landmark building serving the city’s vibrant community. The new library doubles 
the capacity of the former library. It also serves as a community meeting place, a 
compliment to the adjacent City Hall and the surrounding business district. 


The new North Vancouver City Library is located directly across the street from City 
Hall. The street space between the buildings, formerly used as angle parking for City 
Hall visitors, has been redeployed as the main civic plaza for the city. This expansive 
plaza offers a wireless café terrace, market promenade, amphitheatre and outdoor 
reading rooms, providing a unique and welcoming gathering place for library users 
and the community of North Vancouver. Both the building and plaza are designed to 
take advantage of the spectacular views of the Lions Gate Bridge, Burrard Inlet and 
the North Shore Mountains.


In order to best serve the interests of the library user, the new space was planned and 
designed to maximise intuitive way-finding skills and accommodate natural patterns 
of social interaction. As a means of maximising the library user’s time, a special high 
circulation area was configured at the east end of the building beside the main 
plaza-level entrance. This area, referred to as the “hot zone”, is set up for a variety of speedy 
activities, such as self book check-out, returns and hold desks, as well as display 
areas showcasing new materials for brief perusal. A café is also located in this area to 
engage and provide a focal point for passers-by. 


The new library is so much more than a book lending library. The generous public 
spaces provide comfortable seats on all levels, a variety of learning commons – 
quiet study, tutorial rooms, moveable tables and chairs. The library is built around a 
customer-focused organisation – from the welcome desk, the public service desks 
that by design encourage a “roving” staff concept where staff are out on the public 
floor engaged with the customers. The building has been designed with flexible 
spaces that can adapt to the changing needs of the community as well as new trends 
in technology, and with common spaces that can be transformed for a variety of uses. 
These spaces include a business and career centre and wired gathering spaces that 
accommodate community programmes such as computer literacy workshops. 
As a community place, the library is an outstanding success. The quiet study hall and 
other study spaces are always brimming with people. Parents and children enjoy going 
to the library as an outing; they sit together reading, play reading readiness games on 
the computer and enjoy the toy chest of educational games. In general, community 
members are finding a chair to read and relax in while taking advantage of the 
light-filled space that provides vistas of the city’s natural beauty at every opportunity. 


1. Signage detail
2. Solar panel detail
3. Panorama by day
4. Panorama by night 
1 2
3
4
Wall section
1. Clear glass
2. Spandrel panel
3. Glass with ceramic frit
4. Glass brise-soleils
1
2
3
4
4
1
2
3
4
4
1
2
1
Awards: 


Architectural Institute of British Columbia, Lieutenant-Governor of British 
Columbia Award in Architecture, Merit Award, 2009
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1. Floor-to-ceiling glazing making activities inside visible
2. Stairs in the reading room


Ground floor plan     
1. Entry vestibule
2. Entry / orientation
3. Self checkout
4. New and popular
5. Book return
6. Night book return
7. Sorting room
8. Café 
9. Personal holds
10. Main circulation desk
11. Customer service


12. Children’s admin.
13. Children’s activity room
14. Children’s collection
15. Children’s story area
16. A/V listening area
17. Digikids area
18. Storage
19. Work area
20. Receiving
21. Home services
22. Loading area
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1. Vertical connections 


2. View from upper-floor reading room
3. Aerial view towards the central atrium
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Public Library Leon de Greiff


Architect: Mazzanti & Arquitectos Location: La Ladera, Medellin, Colombia Completion: 2007 GFA: 


4,191 m2 Photography: Sergio Gómez The aim is to establish a project that enables the biggest amount of urban connections 


and the development of public spaces. To achieve this, there are several proposals 
such as enabling the roofing of the building as public space, empowering meeting 
places and developing viewing points which overlook the city. 


The model allows the usage of communal facilities as small open spaced 
theatres, viewing points, small plazas and sport fields when placing them on 
the rooftop, leaving plain borders as vacuums inside the lot and thus enabling 
their external use. 


The place presents itself as a green viewing point and a territory of connections 
between the lower and upper zones of the quarter, which are actually used as 
areas for sport activities. The project redefines the existing paths and empowers 
the creation of shaded plazas on the library’s rooftop. As a result, it not only 
multiplies the connections because the building is an obliged path, but also creates 
more and more events as people intertwine in the public spaces provided around 
the library. More than a transformation, the architects wanted to re-interpret the 
space so that it can be recreated into a symbolic place for the city. 


The project consists of a system conformed by three contained, rotated, 
squared modules that turn, adapting themselves to the landscape and the view 
and one curved module that unites and relates the other modules and that, 
in addition, allows other uses. The project is a landscape that gives the urban 
geography continuity through the paths and the building of public space on 
the rooftop, a landscape constituted by paths, theatres or inclined plazas, a 
spatial network with connection multiplicity and meeting places. Each container 
module is structurally independent from the curved connector. Modules 
are conformed by screens in the ends to compensate the projection afore 
mentioned and in the centre two axes of rectangular columns in concrete. The 
connector is proposed in a reticule of metallic columns filled with concrete and 
a contention wall in stone gabion and concrete in the rear part.


Circulation systems crossed airs through the patios, which allow cold air 
to displace hot air. The architects propose the usage of natural air cooling 
systems, nurturing the inside of the library with fresh air. In addition to this, 
they want mobile blinds to cover the windows that face the sunset so that the 
effect of sunlight can be minimised. 


1. Panorama by night
2. View from southeast
3. Façade detail
1
2
3
Elevation
Section
1. Aerial view


2. Casual seating in the collection room
3. Long courtyard with trees
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Ground floor plan     
1. Multi-purpose hall
2. Gym
3. Reception
4. Reading hall
5. Vestibule
6. Collection
7. Auditorium
8. Workroom
9. Technical station
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