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January 2011 Final Review 

I & II Kings; Isiah: A Quick Overview


On the review sheet, we were given 14 names or events that significantly impacted B'nei Yisrael during  
the time of the Kings. On the final, we six random names/events will be picked, and we will need to  
explain if it was either good or bad for B'nei Yisrael, and prove it. This part counts only for a total of  
15 points.


The following will be rated “Good”, “Bad”, and “Bittersweet”


• Solomon :Good. During Solomon's reign, B'nei Yisrael were at the highest they could be. The 


Beit Ha'Mikdash  was constructed, and there were very few wars. From what we know in II 
Kings,   B'nei  Yisrael   were   recognized   throughout   the   world,   and   Solomon   was   very   well 
politically-connected; many of his marriages were for political reasons.


• Beit Ha'Mikdash : Good. The Beit Ha'Mikdash was not only a religious center, but was also a 
gathering place for B'nei Yisrael and symbolized their unity. Additionally, it became famous 
around the world for its architecture, and drew diplomats from around the world (one example 
given in the Tanakh is the Queen of Shiva).


• Rehabam : Bad. Rehabam caused the frikin' separation of the kingdoms, for God's sake!


• Jeroboam: Bittersweet. Although he did lead B'nei Yisrael to serve idols, he also was able to 
unify the Ten Tribes and give them a single, unified identity.


• The Separation of the Kingdoms :  Bad. For political reasons, each part was now militarily 
weaker, for religious reasons, the Kingdom of the Ten Tribes was not able to access the Beit 
Ha'Mikdash, leading them to serve idols. Additionally, this caused hatred between Jews.


• Idols in Bethel and Dan : Bittersweet. Although they were serving idols, all of the Ten Tribes 
now had a single identity. Besides for that, of course, they were serving idols.


• Ahab :  Bittersweet. Although Ahab was a bad, bad boy, he made great material for Elijah to 
show the Jews how  not  to be. Other than that, Ahab tried to rebuild Jericho, and married 
Jezebel, who brought even more idols into Judea.


• Elijah : Good, Good, Good! Elijah was the firm hand that B'nei Yisrael needed to get back on 
track, although he sometimes went a wee bit overboard.


• Elisha :  Good.   Elisha   empathized   more   with   B'nei   Yisrael,   and   connected   to   them   as 
individuals, as opposed to as a community, like Elijah did. He continued Elijah's work, but at 
the same time, he achieved it in a very different way.


• Jehu : Bittersweet. He had to have been good enough to be a king, because Elisha anointed him 
to be king over the Ten Tribes. Jehu led a rebellion against Ahab and Jezebel, and when he 
overthrew them, he also worked to abolish idol worship, which was rampant in the Ten Tribes. 
Later on, however, he does end up serving idols later on. Although he was mostly good, I give 
him a “Bittersweet” because he achieved through tons of war and bloodshed, and he later served 
idols.


• Ahaz : Bad. He was the king of Judah during the time of the Assyrian takeover, and he was an 
idol worshiper, even bringing an idol into the Beit Ha'Mikdash.


• Isiah : Good. He helped steer B'nei Yisrael back on track, and he was a prophet that was not 
evil.



(2)delayed the Kingdom of Judah's exile.


• Ashur :Bad! Bad! Bad! Bad! Bad! Besides from being ruthless Assyrians, they not only led the 
Ten Tribes into exile, but also dispersed them throughout the Assyrian Empire, which was very 
large at the time. Because the Ten Tribes had no way of communicating with each other, they 
assimilated into Assyrian society.



The Book of Exodus



Introduction


Chapter I, verses 1-5: “Now these are the names of the sons of Israel, who came into Egypt with  
Jacob; every man came with his household: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and  
Benjamin; Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. And all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were  
seventy souls; and Joseph was in Egypt already.”


Question: Don't we already know this? Why do we need to hear the name of the Twelve tribes again?


Answer (via Rashi)


Rashi   compares   the   B'nei   Yisrael   to   stars,   which   are 
“called” (figuratively speaking) out by God at night, and 
are similarly called again when morning breaks. This is to 
show God's love for the   Tribes, that they were “called” 
twice by God. Even though they sinned, God still loves 
them.


Explanation of Rashi 
(via Siftei Hakhamim)


The   Siftei   Hakhamim   poses   the   question   that   Rashi 
answers: why does the Torah enumerate the names of the 
Tribes after they died? The answer that Rashi provides, at 
first, seems inadequate; the Siftei Hakhamim explains that 
God loved the Tribes so much that he remembered them 
after they died, as well.


Answer (via RaMBaN)


By beginning the Book of Exodus with the names of the 
Tribes, the Torah is connecting the Book of Genesis (which 
precedes   it)   and   the   Book   of   Exodus.  Additionally,   the 
Torah is trying to hint that the actions of the Patriarchs will 
later determine the future of B'nei Yisrael. After connecting 
the two books of Torah, the Book of Exodus's plot will be 
different   from   Genesis,   but   we   are   reminded   that   what 
happened in Genesis will determine what will happen in 
the Book of Exodus. The exodus that began at the end of 
Genesis (when Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt) 
will end in Exodus. This exile will only end when B'nei 
Yisrael   are   on   the   same   level   of   the   Patriarchs   —   this 
occurred   when   B'nei   Yisrael   got   the   Torah.   Once   this 
happened, God will have a “chariot” with which to “ride” 
among this world. This is why the Book of Exodus ends 
with the construction of the Tabernacle, God's “chariot”1



(3)Answer (via RaShBaM)


By listing the names of the Tribes and how many Jews 
originally descended to Egypt — seventy people in all— 
the   Torah   is   providing   us   with   a   direct   comparison   to 
understand just how much B'nei Yisrael grew; they went 
from a mere seventy people to a nation that was (Exodus 
1:7) “[F]ruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, 
and waxed exceedingly mightily; and the land was filled 
with them.”



Stages of B'nei Yisrael's Enslavement


We can compare how the Pharaoh treats the B'nei Yisrael to how the Nazis treated the Jews during the 
Holocaust.


Verses in Exodus, 


Chapter I What the Pharaoh does What the Nazis did


Verses 11-12


The Pharaoh placed taxes on B'nei Yisrael; this 
is the beginning of B'nei Yisrael's suffering. It's 
not so bad, yet, however.


Nazi propaganda, Nuremberg 
Laws


Verses 13-14


“And the Egyptians made the children of Israel  
serve   with   rigor”  (ibid.   1:13).   The   Egyptians 
forced B'nei Yisrael into forced labor. The forced 
B'nei   Yisrael   to   work   in   fields   and   building 
cities.   (They   did  not,   however,   build   the 
pyramids. There  is  historical  proofs  that  show 
that Egyptian laborers built them, not slaves.)


Nazi labor camps


Verses 15-21


The Pharaoh tries to kill of / punish B'nei Yisrael 
by having Jewish midwives, Shifrah and Pu'ah, 
mysteriously   murder   Jewish   newborn   males. 


This, plan, however fails. Death camps; the “Final 
Solution”


Verse 22


The Pharaoh employs Egyptians to find Jewish 
male   newborns   and   drown   them   in   the   Nile 
River.



B'nei Yisrael's Growth


Chapter   I,   verse   7:  “And   the   children   of   Israel   were   fruitful,   and   increased   abundantly,   and  
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them.”


• Rashi : The reason that the Torah went to such lengths to describe the fertility of B'nei Yisrael 
was because they gave birth to sextuplets (six children at a time; kind of like octo-mom, but 
with six kids instead of eight.)


The   Siftei   Hakhamim   takes   issue   with   Rashi's   interpretation.   Rashi   comments   on   the   word 


“[V]a'yishritzu,” [A]nd increased abundantly,” and not the word “paru,” “[A]nd they were fruitful,” or 
on the entire phrase. The Siftei Hakhamim brings several other interpretations:


• The  Re'eim  believes   that   because   the  Torah   uses   six   different   descriptions   to   depict   B'nei 
Yisrael's fertility to tell us that B'nei Yisrael had sextuplets.



(4)Answer: It is possible that The Re'eim is saying that Rashi would only comment on the second word 
because   it   seems   odd   compared   to   the   other   words   (ex:   “And   they   were   fruitful,”   “And   [they] 
multiplied” “And the land was filled with them”). The words (according to www.morfix.com) mean “to 
warm” or “to infest.” While these do hint to B'nei Yisrael's many children, they can be interpreted 
negatively; Rashi is trying to bring to light the more positive connotation.


• According to the Gur Aryeh we can compare the word “[V]a'yishritzu” to the word sheretz, or a 
bug. Rashi is only commenting on one word because bugs, like B'nei Yisrael, gave birth to 
sextuplets.Ψ


Question: The Gur Aryeh's approach only explains three of the six words. What about the other three?


Answer: Often, the Torah uses many words to stress a concept. Since they are all connected, we don't 
need   a   fancy  approach   for   each   individual   word,   rather,   Rashi   is   commenting   only  on   the   word 


va'yishritzu because it is an awkward place (between the words paru and va'yirbu, which normally go 
together.)



The Midwives


Chapter I, verses 15-17:And the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of  
the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Pu'ah; And he said: 'When ye do the office of a  
midwife to the Hebrew women, ye shall look upon the birth-stool: if it be a son, then ye shall kill him;  
but if it be a daughter, then she shall live.' But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of  
Egypt commanded them, but saved the men-children alive.


Question: Why do we need to know about the midwives?


Our Answer It   shows   how   B'nei  Yisrael   were   ready   to   disobey   the Pharaoh to protect themselves. 


Answer (via Rashi)


The midwives, whose names were Shifrah and Pu'ah, were 
actually Yokheved and Miriam, Moses' mother and sister, 
respectively. The reason that we are told this story now is 
to connect B'nei Yisrael's plight with what happens next —
the birth of Moses.


• Shifrah = This is Yokheved, and she was given this 
pseudonym because she made giving birth easier.


• Pu'ah  = This is Miriam because she was able to 
speak or make certain sounds that would calm a 
crying baby during birth.


By   explaining   why   Yokheved   and   Miriam   were   given 
nicknames, the Torah is hinting at where certain traits that 
Moses had — Rashi says strength and sensitivity — came 
from.   By  introducing   us  to   Moses'   family  first,   we  can 
better understand Moses himself.


Answer 


(via Abarbanel & Nechama Leibowitz) The midwives were  not  Jewish, rather, they were gentile midwives that worked for the Jews before and remained 
loyal to the Jews even when the rest of Egypt had turned 
against them. Following this interpretation, we can see that 
there   were   even   some   Egyptians   who   were   willing   to 



(5)protect B'nei Yisrael, much like righteous gentiles during 
the Holocaust. 



Exodus, Chapter II


Chapter II, verses 1-9 discusses the birth of Moses.


Chapter II, verse 1:And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.


Question: This verse does not name anyone specifically? Why are not names given here?


Accepted Answer: Man = Amram Daughter of Levi = Yokheved


Rashi on the words
יול-תב-תא ,חקיו


The man and his wife were originally married, but then divorced when the 
Pharaoh issued the edict that caused the death of many Jewish male babies. 
At   the   advice   of   his   daughter,   he   remarried   his   ex-wife.   The   word 
“Va'yelekh” tells us that he divorced his wife, and, and “Va'yiqakh” tells us 
that he remarried her. Rashi uses the fact that Miriam — she was the person 
who advised Amram to remarry Yokheved, her mother — as proof. If this 
was Amram's and Yokheved's first marriage, then Miriam could not already 
be alive (and Rashi rejects the possibility that she was adopted, from a 
previous marriage on either side, or a bastard child).


Rashi on the words
יול-תב


Look at the time line above. Yokheved was born when the Tribes entered 
Egypt, and gave birth to Moses 130 years later, when she was 130. Rashi 
explains that the Torah uses the word “Bath” to show that even though 
Yokheved was 130 years old, she was still able to give bear children. Rashi 
uses the word “Na'arah”, or a teenager. Rashi is showing us that Moses was 
born into a special family, not just an ordinary one. (When your mother can 
give birth to a child at 130, you can be as great as Moses too...)


RaMBaN • The RaMBaN first quotes Rashi and then the Ibn Ezra. (Ibn Ezra 
says that the word “Va'yelekh” means that Amram had to go on a 
road   trip   to   marry   Yokheved.   The   RaMBaN   says   that   this 
interpretation does not explain why the word is necessary, and says 
that perhaps the Ibn Ezra was referring to the fact that Amram did 
this publicly, to show that he was not afraid of the Pharaoh's decree.) 


• The RaMBaN explains that the word “Va'yelekh” means that Amram 
married Yokheved hastily and eagerly. 


• The RaMBaN also explains that the Torah words gives Amram and 
Yokheved vague names is to show us Moses' lineage. Because of the 
concept of  ain muqdam u'meuhar ba'torah2, that the Torah is not 



(6)Amram's and Yokheved's marriage and Moses' birth, but the Torah 
skips   over   their   births   to   emphasize   Moses'   birth.  The   RaMBaN 
accepts the fact that, if his interpretation is correct, then there is a 
very large gap between Exodus 1:1 and ibid. 1:2.



A Quick Word on B'nei Yisrael's History


Question: Why does B'nei Yisrael's history begin with their enslavement?


Yalkut Shimoni


The Yalkut Shimoni interprets the verse “[A]nd the land was filled with 
them” to mean that they filled the “Theater houses and circus houses”. 
The  Emeq Davar  elaborates on the Yalkut Shimoni, explaining that the 
Yalkut Shimoni was referring to B'nei Yisrael's desire to integrate into 
Egyptian culture. Their enslavement was not only a punishment for their 
desire   to   integrate,   but   also   a   warning   to   future   generations   against 
integration.


Shemoth Rabbah


Solomon wrote in Proverbs 13 that a parent who truly loves his child will 
rebuke him or her when he or she does something wrong. The “Spare the 
rod;  spoil  the  child”  philosophy  can  be  seen  several  times  throughout 
Tanakh:


• Abraham & Ismael


• David & Avshalom


• David & Adoniyahu


• Isaac & Esau


The reason that God enslaved B'nei Yisrael was because because of His 
desire from them to turn out “right”, and they wouldn't stay up all night 
partying, whoring around and getting stoned. Additionally, by enslaving 
them, God is showing B'nei Yisrael that He will be there for them.


Exodus 20:23-23


In these verses, God commands B'nei Yisrael to be compassionate towards 
converts, widows, and orphans, and to treat them nicely. God is imbuing 
within us certain sensitivities as a result of being enslaved. God did not 
enslave   B'nei  Yisrael   as   a   punishment,   rather,   He   did   it   so   that   B'nei 
Yisrael would be able to have the necessary compassion to fulfill many of 
the commandments in the Torah.



Moses' Birth


Chapter II, verses 2-3:And the woman conceived, and bore a son; and when she saw him that he was  
a good child, she hid him three months. And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an  
ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch; and she put the child therein, and laid it in  
the flags by the river's brink.


Question (via Rashi): What is the moving of the words “[H]e was a good child3”?


Answer (via Rashi) The word “good” here refers to the word “light”. Due to Moses' birth, the 


2 הרותב רחואמו םדקומ ןיא



(7)house was filled with light and joy (which is also associated with light). 
Even Aaron and Miriam, who were young, were able to understand the 
auspiciousness of the occasion and joined in the festivities.


Answer (via the Midrash)


• Rabbi Meir says that the word “Tov” was actually Moses' name, 
before it was changed by Pharaoh's daughter to Moses.


• According to Rabbi Yehudah, the word “good” refers to Moses' 
abilities as a prophet.


• Still others say that the word “good” refers to the fact that Moses 
was born per-circumcised.


• The Hakhamim say that the word “Tov” is associated with the 
word “or”, or light. The reason that they give for why this is the 
case is because the first time that it says “ki tov hu”, “[A]nd it was 
good” is when God created light and darkness during the first day 
of Creation. This is also the commentary that Rashi chose to use. 
There are two reasons for this:


▪ It is the only explanation that the Midrash cites its sources 
like a good little boy.


▪ It is given by the Hakhamim, or the majority opinion.


Answer (via RaMBaN) Yokheved saw that Moses was “good”, since he will save B'nei Yisrael.


Answer (via RaShBaM)


The word “good” refers to that which “ki tov” refers to: the fact that 
something is fitting, or appropriate. As a midwife, Yokheved would have 
known if the baby would be viable. The fact that Moses was “good” refers 
to the fact that he survived infancy.


From these responses, we see a spectrum of ways to solve a problem, ranging from the most Midrashic 
interpretation (the explanation that is the most “out there”) and the more p'shat answer (the most 
literal). The following is a list of commentators that go from most “out there” to most literal:


Midrash → Rashi → RaMBaN → RaShBaM



Moses' First Prophecy (The 
Nevu'at Ha'qdashah
 )  


Moses vs. Isiah



Moses
 Isiah


God's Revelation Through a burning bush on Mount Horeb (which we know today to be 
Mount Sinai)


Through a dream where Isiah envisions 
God   on   his  kisei   ha'kavod,   or   God's 
throne, with angels all around


God Chooses...


Moses   to   go   to   the   Pharaoh   and 
convince  him  to  set   B'nei  Yisrael 
free


An angel  taps Isiah on the  tongue and 
declares him a prophet


Prophet's Argument


Moses   argues   that   he   is   unfit   for 
the job, and that God should pick 
someone   else.   Moses   gives   God 
reasons to deem him unfit and to 
go pick someone else.


Isiah, too, is impure, since he is among 
impure people. Therefore, he is unfit to 
serve as a prophet



(8)complaints   (that   B'nei   Yisrael   & 
the Pharaoh will not listen to him) 
by giving Moses a to show that he 
is a legitimate prophet and will be 
accepted—his staff will turn into a 


snake. God   declares   Isiah   to   be   pure,   making 
him able to serve God.


God's Support


God also gives Moses three signs 
to show B'nei Yisrael to prove to 
them   that   he   is   a   legitimate 
prophet. God also promises to give 
Moses support.


The Mission


To   gather   B'nei   Yisrael   and   tell 
them that God will save them; they 
will return to Israel.


Isiah 6:9-13: God tells Isiah to tell B'nei 
Yisrael   something   that   they   will   not 
understand.   B'nei   Yisrael   will   become 
“fat”,   or   stupid.   God   wanted   B'nei 
Yisrael   to   not   repent   until   “something 
terrible” happens — exile.


Moses also asks five questions that can be divided into three groups:


• Who am I to be doing something so important? (Questions 1, 4)


• How are B'nei Yisrael going to believe me? (Questions 2, 3)


• How will the Pharaoh believe me? (Question 5)



Pharaoh's Daughter Saves Moses


Rashi on the word “Amathah”:


• Her maidservant. This is the most literal interpretation, since the Hebrew word for a female 
slave/maid is amah — amathah literally means “her maidservant”.


• A second interpretation is that Hazal believed that amathah refers to Pharaoh's daughter's hand, 
but Rashi says that this does not work grammatically in the verse. If amathah was intended to 
mean Pharaoh's daughter's hand, then the mem would have to have a degeish in it, and it does 
not.   Hazal   believed   that,   when   Pharaoh's  daughter   saw   the   ark  with   Moses   in   it,   her   arm 
stretched many amoth, which is a unit of measurement in biblical times.



Other Stories with Moses in Them in Chapter II


Besides the birth of Moses, there are three other stories that have Moses in them in Exodus 2, besides 
the story of his birth. Each of these stories tell us something about Moses' personality:


• He kills an Egyptian: Although Moses was surrounded by Egyptians, he still had a Jewish 
identity that was strong enough to cause him to kill an Egyptian who was beating a Jewish 
slave.


• He sees two Jews beating each other: Moses also seems to have a strong sense of justice.
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